AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 23, 2002

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2001-02 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2296

Introduced by Assembly Member Simitian
(Coauthor: Assembly Member Steinberg)

February 21, 2002

An act to add Section 5600.95 to the Welfare and Institutions Code,
relating to mental health.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST
AB 2296, as amended, Simitian. Mental health: simplification of
accounting and reporting requirements.
Existing law-makes-previstoprovidesfor mental health services to
be provided through various programs, many of which are administered
by the counties and the State Department of Mental Health.
This bill would require the State Department of Mental Health, in

eonstitation—with-state—anaHoeal-agenreies—and-previders—eH-mental
health-servieesp examine-the-aceounting-aptbblematicreporting

requirements for various mental health programs;and-to-sinapidy
to convene a workgroup to make recommendations to mibaife
requirements te-the-extentpossibéeluce unnecessary paperwork
This bill would-alsorequire the-departmentorkgroupto report to
the Legislature-witlits-findings-anrdecommendations no later than-July
August1, 2003, including recommendations for statutory changes
necessary te-implement-the-bikduce unnecessary and duplicative
reporting requirements
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: vyes.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the
following:

(a) There exist multiple—fonrding—streams—with—muitiple
reporting requirements for mental health services.

(b) The reporting requirementsmay result in excessive
amounts of paperwork and reporting burdens on mental health
providers. These multiple reporting requirements also can be
inconsistent, duplicative, and expensive, thereby resulting in
increased cost-of-service delivery and a reduction in available
services.

(c) 1t is the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to
maximizethe use of scarce mental health dollars for direct services
and to minimize the paperwork required for providers, consistent
with the existence of sufficient accountability for the use of
those dollars.

SEC. 2. Section 5600.95 is added to the Welfare and
Institutions Code, to read:

5600.95. (a) Thé&tate Department of Mental Health shall, in

order to seek consistency ir—aeeeunting— aneporting
requirements for mental health services to the maximum extent

feasible, -and—n—consultation-with—state—and-Hocal-government
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—3— AB 2296

implement—this—seetion. examine problematic reporting
requirements imposed by local mental health agencies and the
department on community mental health service providers.

(b) (1) The State Department of Mental Health shall convene
a workgoupconsisting of regsentatives from the department, the
California Mental Health Directors Association, and mental
health service providers. The State Department of Alcohol and
Drug Programs shall be encouraged to participate in the
workgroup.

(2) The workgroup shall review some of the more problematic
reporting requirements for mental health services and develop
recommendations to modify state and county reporting
requirements, where appropriate and feasible, in order to reduce
unnecessary paperwork.

(3) The workgroup shall make their recommendations
available to the appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the
Legislature no later than August 1, 2003. The recommendations
may include statutory changes that would further reduce
unnecessary and duplicative reporting requirements.
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